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A Clinical Study of Patients Complaining of Foul Breath
I Clinical characteristics of the patients visiting dentistsoral surgeons

in comparison with those visiting psychiatrists

Tetsuo Nagai, Hiroyuki Tsunoda, Kouji Takamori,

Tsutomu Ebihara* and Hitoshi Miyaoka **

Abstract: Patients complaining of foul breath tend to visit either dentists/oral surgeons
(A-group) or psychiatrists (B-group). In this study, the clinical characteristics of patients
in these two groups (A:19, B:15) were compared.

1) The age of onset of the symptom in patients in A-group tends to be higher than that in
B-group.

2) The belief that one’s own breath is foul is more marked in patients in B-group than
those in A-group.

3) Ideas on further references were more frequently seen among B-group patients than A-
group patients.

4) A few patients in group A had delusions of foul breath and of others noticing it.

Further discussion on ways to cope with severe cases is needed among dentistsoral sur-

geons.
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